THE BERRY
COURT HOUSE

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Berry Court House:has been the centre of law and order in Berry for over 100 years
is virtually in its original state
is the only example of the classical Greek Revival Style in the
Shoalhaven and Illawarra Regions
is one of the last public buildings James Barnet designed to be built
Listings:

&ODVVLÀHGE\WKH1DWLRQDO7UXVW

1DWLRQDO7UXVWRI$XVWUDOLD 16: &RQVHUYDWLRQ$SSHDO
Illawarra Regional Heritage Study
Shoalhaven City Heritage Study

3DUWRIWKH%HUU\6KRZJURXQG&RQVHUYDWLRQ$UHD

16:6WDWH+HULWDJH5HJLVWHU

OBJECTS
7KHREMHFWVRIWKH$VVRFLDWLRQDUHWRFRQVHUYHPDLQWDLQUHQRYDWHDQGDV
necessary rebuild and to promote community interest in the building and
gardens known as Berry Court House and maintain them for community use
and future generations.

THE HISTORY OF THE BERRY
COURT HOUSE
Prepared by Jennifer Clapham

This history was written at the request of the Berry Court House Conservation
Committee to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the return of this landmark
building to public ownership.

This book is dedicated to all who have helped in the past and to those who
continue to run this community project. There are well over one hundred
community members who have participated and thus too many to mention
in this publication but the documentation of individual contributions is
contained within the Berry Court House archives in the Berry Museum

© Jennifer Clapham 2009
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THE BEGINNING
$V VHWWOHPHQW VSUHDG WKH QHHG IRU FRXUWV GLG DOVR DQG DV WKH SRSXODWLRQ RI DQ
area increased it thus became able to sustain its own court where previously
SHRSOH KDG WR WUDYHO WR D ODUJHU FHQWUH  3ULRU WR  &RXUWV ZHUH HVWDEOLVKHG
LQDQDGKRFDQGLQIRUPDOZD\EXWDQ$FWRI3DUOLDPHQWLQWKDW\HDUUHJXODULVHG
WKHSURFHGXUH7KHQWKH'LVWULFW&RXUW$FWRIVWLPXODWHGWKHFODPRXUIRU
LQVWDQWFRXUWKRXVHV7KLV$FWZDVWRFRQVWLWXWHLQ16:'LVWULFW&RXUWVOLNHWKH
County Courts in England. They provided a jurisdiction intermediate between the
Supreme Court and the Courts of the Magistrates.
´7KH1HZVµRIWK$XJXVWDQQRXQFHGWKDW%URXJKWRQ&UHHNKDGREWDLQHG
a Justice of the Peace but he had not yet taken his oath.
)ROORZLQJWKLVRQWK$SULO7KH6KRDOKDYHQ1HZVVD\V“We understand
that a memorial is in the course of signature and which will shortly be presented
to the Government, praying that a Court of Petty Sessions, and Small Debt Court
be held at least once a month, at Broughton Creek. The district is a very populous
one, and two magistrates are already living in the neighbourhood, and it is
suggested that the C.P.S. &OHUNRI3HWW\6HVVLRQV , at Nowra, might attend without
any addition to his present salary, more particularly as that gentleman has not to
attend the court at Numba. The population in the immediate neighbourhood of
the Creek exceeds 1500 souls, for upon looking through the Electoral Roll of this
GLVWULFWZHÀQGWKDWWKHUHDUHXSZDUGVRI(OHFWRUDOUHVLGHQWVDW-DVSHUV%UXVK
Kangaroo Valley, and Broughton Creek.”
2Q WKH WK -DQXDU\  'DYLG %HUU\ LQ D OHWWHU WR KLV EURWKHU$OH[DQGHU LQ
6\GQH\VD\V“The lockup at Broughton Creek is only to be two slab cells put to
one end of the slab cottage the council meets in, after they are put up, it will be
WKHLUSROLFHRIÀFHDVZHOODQGLWZLOONHHSVRPDQ\IURPKDYLQJWRJRWR1RZUDµ
2Q WKH UG$XJXVW  WKH ÀUVW &RXUW RI 3HWW\ 6HVVLRQV ZDV SURFODLPHG LQ
%URXJKWRQ&UHHNWKLVEHLQJWKHRULJLQDOQDPHIRU%HUU\
The court was held in a building near the Constable’s Cottage where the original
%URXJKWRQ&UHHNWRZQVKLSZDVRQWKHRWKHUVLGHRI%URXJKWRQ0LOO&UHHNWRWKH
present main part of town. This building appears to be the same one in which the
SROLFHRIÀFHVDQGORFNXSZHUHDQGZKHUHFRXQFLOPHHWLQJV
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EARLY SKETCH OF PULMAN STREET AND PACIFIC HIGHWAY
3RVW2IÀFH²
2. Church of England Minister’s Manse
3. Presbyterian Minister’s Manse
6FKRRO+RXVH²
6FKRRO0DVWHU·V5HVLGHQFH
6WRUH²
3ROLFH5HVLGHQFH
&RXUW+RXVHDQG/RFNXS
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were held although one ‘reminiscence’ does put the courthouse separate to the
&RQVWDEOH·V FRWWDJH ZKLFK KDV WKH ORFNXS DQG SROLFH RIÀFHV LQ LW DQG GRHV QRW
mention the council chambers. The cottage was on the opposite side of Princes
+LJKZD\WRWKH:LOVRQ &RVWRUH7KLVFRWWDJHZDVSURYLGHGE\'DYLG%HUU\DV
manager of the Berry Estate and appears to be the one mentioned above.
%RWKWKH&RQVWDEOH·V&RWWDJHDQG:LOVRQ·VVWRUHDUHVWLOOVWDQGLQJ
TOWARDS A NEW COURT HOUSE
7KH3ROLFH&RQVWDEOHZDVDFWLQJ&OHUNRI3HWW\6HVVLRQVXQWLODQG-XVWLFHV
RIWKH3HDFHZHUHDFWLQJ0DJLVWUDWHV$VZHOODVWKH&RXUWRI3HWW\6HVVLRQVD
6PDOO'HEWV&RXUWDQGD&RXUWRI5HTXHVWVZLWKDYLVLWLQJ&RPPLVVLRQHUZHUH
held.
7KHUH ZDV D JUHDW FRXUWKRXVH ERRP LQ WKH V XQGHU WKH GLUHFWLRQ RI WKH
&RORQLDO $UFKLWHFW -DPHV %DUQHWW  7KH SUHRFFXSDWLRQ ZLWK ÀQGLQJ QHZ FRXUW
accommodation meant that existing buildings were often not maintained.
)URPODWHWKHUHZDVSUHVVXUHIURPWKHFRPPXQLW\RI%URXJKWRQ&UHHNDQG
the surrounding district for a new Court House as the old one was inadequate.
2QQG6HSWHPEHUWKH&URZQ6ROLFLWRU·V2IÀFHUHFHLYHGDOHWWHUIURPWKH
inhabitants of Broughton Creek urging the erection of a new court house and
RQ VW 2FWREHU  LW UHFHLYHG RQH IURP 3 ) +XPSKULHV 0 3 /HJLVODWLYH
$VVHPEO\ VD\LQJ WKDW 'DYLG %HUU\ ZDV ZLOOLQJ WR JLYH D EORFN RI ODQG WR WKH
Government for a site for a court house in Broughton Creek.
7KH%URXJKWRQ&UHHN5HJLVWHURIWK2FWREHUSULQWHGDFRS\RIDOHWWHU
received by the Mayor of Broughton Creek and Bomaderry Council that had been
VHQWIURPWKH'HSDUWPHQWRI-XVWLFHE\+&-RKQVWRQ8QGHUVHFUHWDU\IRU)7
+XPSKUH\/HJLVODWLYH$VVHPEO\7KLVOHWWHUVDLGWKDWWKH0LQLVWHURI-XVWLFHKDG
DSSURYHGDVXPRI EHLQJSODFHGRQWKHQH[W(VWLPDWHVIRUWKHHUHFWLRQRID
FRXUWKRXVHHWFDW%URXJKWRQ&UHHNDQGDFFHSWLQJWKHRIIHURIODQGIURP'DYLG
Berry. Broughton Creek at this time was still a private town with all land owned
by the Berry Estate.
7KHUHDSSHDUVIURPOHWWHUVWRDQGIURPWKH6ROLFLWRU*HQHUDO·V2IÀFHDQGIURP
articles in newspapers to have been some dispute. The Broughton Creek Register
RIWK0DUFKLQLWVUHSRUWRIWKH%URXJKWRQ&UHHNDQG%RPDGHUU\&RXQFLO
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PHHWLQJRI6DWXUGD\WK0DUFKVD\VLQ&RUUHVSRQGHQFHUHFHLYHG´Department
RI-XVWLFHZLWKUHIHUHQFHWRWKHSURSRVHGQHZFRXUWKRXVHIRU%URXJKWRQ&UHHN
and stating that no action would be taken in the matter unless Mr Berry will submit
the land without any instructions whatsoever as to cost of building. The letter was
received, and ordered to be forwarded to Mr Berry for his consideration.”
,QDOHWWHUWR-RKQ+D\ FRXVLQWRWKH%HUU\VZKRZDVKHOSLQJWRUXQWKHHVWDWHDQG
ZRXOGLQKHULWLWXSRQWKHGHDWKRI'DYLG%HUU\ GDWHGWK-DQXDU\ZULWWHQ
IURP WKH (PSLUH +RWHO LQ 6\GQH\ 0RUWRQ ZULWHV “Re Broughton Creek Court
House. The sum of £1500 has been placed in the estimates for the building of this
FRXUWKRXVHEXWLWLVXQGHUVWRRGLQWKHGHSDUWPHQWWKDWWKHWRWDOFRVWEHIRUHÀQLVKLQJ
will far exceed this sum. They are however drawing plans for a courthouse alone
not to exceed £1500. This is only for the courthouse and there will probably be
SROLFHTXDUWHUVFHOOVVWDEOHVDQGRWKHURIÀFHVEHIRUHFRPSOHWLRQ7KHDERYHVXP
will build a very small court house and as this is the main thing it would be well
for the municipal council to see into the matter at once. However the plans are
being prepared and tenders will be called for, when they will all be exhibited at
WKHSROLFHRIÀFH%URXJKWRQ&UHHNµ
MEANWHILE
7KHUHLVHYLGHQFHWKDWE\WKHFRXUWKDGPRYHGWRWHPSRUDU\UHQWHGSUHPLVHV
LQ D ZDUHKRXVH LQ :KDUI 5RDG  7KH %URXJKWRQ &UHHN 5HJLVWHU RI WK 0D\
UHSRUWVWKDW´:KHQYLVLWLQJ%HUU\ODVWZHHNWKH3ROLFH0DJLVWUDWH 0U-
H. Nisbett) had his attention called to the obvious lack of accommodation at the
Court House which has long been an eyesore to the local Bench, and a source of
complaint to suitors and the general public having business at the local Temple of
-XVWLFH,WZDVUHSUHVHQWHGWRKLVZRUVKLSWKDWWKHH[LVWLQJ&RXUW+RXVHZDVWRR
far away from the business centre of town, and that if a building could be procured
on the other side of Broughton Mill Creek it would be a great convenience to
the community at large. Mr Nisbett subsequently inspected a large vacant store
in Wharf-street, which he promised to recommend to the Department should
be procured for a temporary Court House pending provision for a permanent
building being made upon the estimates.”
“Out and About”E\´6XH]µLQWKH%URXJKWRQ&UHHN5HJLVWHURIVW-XQH
says: ´,WLVSURSRVHGWRUHQWDGLVXVHGVWRUHDVDFRXUWKRXVH$OOYHU\ZHOO
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but if a new court house be needed why cannot steps be taken to have one, and not
dilly dally with temporary places.”
2Q WKH WK -XQH  WKH &RXUW RI 3HWW\ 6HVVLRQV DW %URXJKWRQ &UHHN ZDV
abolished and one at Berry was proclaimed. This was due to the change in name
RIWKHWRZQ,WZDVUHQDPHG%HUU\LWLVEHOLHYHGLQKRQRXURIWKH%HUU\IDPLO\
THE NEW BUILDING
7KH %URXJKWRQ &UHHN 5HJLVWHU RI WK -XO\  SULQWHG WKH IROORZLQJ
FRPPXQLFDWLRQVHQWWRWKHPE\0U3+0RUWRQ03/HJLVODWLYH$VVHPEO\IRU
publication. ´'HSDUWPHQWRI-XVWLFH6\GQH\WK-XO\6LU²5HIHUULQJWR
\RXUOHWWHURIWKHWK,QVWDQW,KDYHWKHKRQRUWRLQIRUP\RXWKDWWKH0LQLVWHURI
-XVWLFHKDVDSSURYHGRIWKHVXPRI IRUDQHZ&RXUWKRXVHDW%HUU\EHLQJ
placed on the draft additional Estimates of this year for consideration, and the
papers have accordingly been forwarded to the Department of Public Works in
order that the necessary steps may be taken in the matter.”
'DYLG%HUU\JDYHRQHDFUHRIODQGIRUWKHQHZ&RXUW+RXVHSROLFHUHVLGHQFH
ORFNXSDQGVWDEOHV7KLVZDVÀQDOLVHGRQWKHVW$XJXVWMXVWEHIRUHKLV
GHDWKLQ6HSWHPEHU7KHODQGLVRQWKHFRUQHURI$OEDQ\DQG9LFWRULD6WUHHWV
7KH EXLOGLQJ ZDV GHVLJQHG E\ WKH *RYHUQPHQW $UFKLWHFW RI WKH WLPH -DPHV
%DUQHWWLQ*UHHN5HYLYDO6W\OH+HZRUNHGDWWKH&RORQLDO$UFKLWHFW·V2IÀFH
IURP  XQWLO KH UHWLUHG LQ   'XULQJ WKDW WLPH KH ZDV &OHUN RI :RUNV
WKHQ$FWLQJ&RORQLDO$UFKLWHFWIURP1RYHPEHUDQG&RORQLDO$UFKLWHFWIURP
-DQXDU\%XLOGLQJVDWWULEXWHGWRKLPLQFOXGHWKH6\GQH\*32WKH/DQGV
Department Building in Sydney and many court houses.
7KHÀQDOGHVLJQKRZHYHUZDVVWURQJO\LQÁXHQFHGE\WKHZLVKHVRIWKHWRZQRI
%HUU\·VRZQHU'DYLG%HUU\DQGODWHUKLVKHLU-RKQ+D\7KLVEXLOGLQJLVRXWZDUGO\
VRPHZKDWPRUHJUDQGLRVHWKDQWKHFRXUWKRXVHVRI1RZUDDQG.LDPDZKLFKZHUH
constructed according to the wishes of their Municipal Councils.
7HQGHUVZHUHFDOOHGIRUWKHEXLOGLQJRIWKH&RXUW+RXVHRQVW0DUFKZLWK
WKHFORVLQJGDWHEHLQJWK$SULODQGWKH3ODQ6SHFLÀFDWLRQDQG)RUPRIWKH
7HQGHUZHUHGLVSOD\HGDWWKH&RORQLDO$UFKLWHFW·V2IÀFHLQ6\GQH\DQGWKH&RXUW
+RXVHLQ.LDPD
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7KHDFFHSWDQFHRIWKHWHQGHUVXEPLWWHGE\$DQG3(WWLQJVKDXVHQIRU 
ZDVDQQRXQFHGLQWKH*RYHUQPHQW*D]HWWHE\WKH'HSDUWPHQWRI3XEOLF:RUNV
RQ WK -XQH  DQG WKH %URXJKWRQ &UHHN 5HJLVWHU SXEOLVKHG D OHWWHU IURP
3 + 0RUWRQ 03 /HJLVODWLYH$VVHPEO\ RI WK -XO\  DQQRXQFLQJ WKDW
the Minister for Justice considers that the proposed size of the Courthouse at
%HUU\RIIRRWE\IRRWLVVXIÀFLHQWIRUDOOUHTXLUHPHQWVDQGWKDWDWHQGHU
IRU  KDG EHHQ DFFHSWHG  3 (WWLQJVKDXVHQ ZDV D &DUSHQWHU -RLQHU
&RRSHU &DELQHWPDNHU DQG 8QGHUWDNHU RI %URXJKWRQ &UHHN DFFRUGLQJ WR KLV
advertisements in the newspapers.
7KH 7RZQ DQG &RXQWU\ -RXUQDO RI WK$SULO  VD\V WKDW WKH &RXUWKRXVH
ZLOO VRRQ EH VWDUWHG DQG WKH VLWH LV D JRRG RQH DQG QHDU WKH QHZ$JULFXOWXUDO
6KRZEXLOGLQJ2QWKHVW-DQXDU\LWUHSRUWHGWKDWJRRGSURJUHVVKDG
EHHQ PDGH RQ WKH EXLOGLQJ  7KH 6KRDOKDYHQ 1HZV RI 6DWXUGD\ WK$XJXVW
VD\VWKDWWKHQHZFRXUWKRXVHHUHFWHGE\WRZQVPDQ(WWLQJVKDXVHQZLOOEH
ready for occupation in a few weeks time. “The ‘agony’ room is spacious, being
IRRWORQJIRRWZLGHDQGIRRWKLJKWKHSULVRQHUV·LURQVSLNHGGRFNLV
a most horrible looking arrangement, in fact more uninviting than the one in
Darlinghurst. The cost of the building is near £1700.”
7KH&RXUW+RXVHWKXVDSSHDUVWRKDYHEHHQFRPSOHWHGLQ6HSWHPEHUDWD
ÀQDOFRVWRI +RZHYHULQ6HSWHPEHU-RKQ+D\DUULYHGEDFN
from overseas and many receptions and public gatherings were held and reported
and much was made of the will of David Berry and the hospital bequest but
nothing was said of any opening of the new courthouse.
THE COURT HOUSE IN USE
3ROLFH0DJLVWUDWHV&RXUW&RXUWRI3HWW\6HVVLRQVDQG6PDOO'HEWV&RXUWZHUH
KHOGLQWKHEXLOGLQJ,WZDVDOVRXVHGIRUVXFKWKLQJVDVWKHRIÀFLDORSHQLQJRIWKH
%HUU\6KRZE\WKH*RYHUQRURI16:/RUG-HUVH\LQ+HZDVHQWHUWDLQHG
LQWKH&RXUWKRXVHEHIRUHSURFHHGLQJWRWKH6KRZJURXQGIRUWKHRIÀFLDORSHQLQJ
FHUHPRQ\7KHRIÀFLDOLOOXPLQDWHGDGGUHVVFHOHEUDWLQJWKLVHYHQWLVKHOGLQWKH
Berry Museum.
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Broughton Creek Register
WK-DQXDU\
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2QHRIWKH'HYHORSPHQW$SSOLFDWLRQVPDGHIRUWKH&RXUW+RXVH
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,QWKH*RYHUQPHQW*D]HWWHRIWK$SULOLWZDVDQQRXQFHGE\WKH'HSDUWPHQW
RI 3XEOLF :RUNV WKDW - + 5HDG RI  .LQJ 6WUHHW %DOPDLQ ZDV WKH VXFFHVVIXO
tenderer for the erection of a Police Station at Berry. This was built next door to
the court house on the same block given by David Berry.
,QWKH%HUU\5HJLVWHURIWK0DUFKFRQFHUQZDVH[SUHVVHGE\WKHPDJLVWUDWHV
over the state of the approach to the courthouse. It was unsatisfactory and “vehicles
FRXOGQRWHQWHUWKHFRXUW\DUGZLWKRXWULVNRIEUHDNDJH,WZDVGHFLGHGWREULQJ
the matter under the notice of the Police Magistrate, and ask him to apply to the
Department in connection with it. This is a move in the right direction for the
approach to the Police Station should be made worthy of the town.” In December
WKHUHZHUHUHSRUWVRIDJLWDWLRQE\FRXQFLOIRUWKH'HSDUWPHQWRI3XEOLF:RUNV
to pay half the cost of asphalting the footpath and kerbing and guttering in front of
the courthouse and police station. Council minutes and newspaper reports show
dispute between council and the department over estimates of cost as council
would be doing the work and the department wanted to pay half its estimate not
that of the council.
The court house continued to serve the community for nearly 100 years with no
other problems except those of routine maintenance and updates.
THE END?
2QWKHWK-XO\WKH&RXUWZDVDEROLVKHGDVLWZDVQRORQJHUQHHGHG7KH
EDFNURRPVZHUHXVHGDVDSROLFHVWDWLRQXQWLOZKHQGXWLHVZHUHWUDQVIHUUHG
WR1RZUD
2Q WKH WK 2FWREHU  WKH &RXUW +RXVH ZDV OLVWHG RQ WKH 1DWLRQDO 7UXVW
Register.
0RVW RI WKH RULJLQDO FHGDU ÀWWLQJV EXLOW E\ WKH (WWLQJVKDXVHQV ZHUH UHPRYHG
EHWZHHQDQGWREHUHXVHGLQRWKHU&RXUW+RXVHV
7KHEXLOGLQJZDVVROGLQWRSULYDWHKDQGVE\DXFWLRQRQWKHWK6HSWHPEHU
RQEHKDOIRIWKH'HSDUWPHQWRI&RXUWVDQG$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ -XVWLFH'HSDUWPHQW 
11
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Since then there have been development plans submitted to Council and there
KDVEHHQDORQJDQGYLJRURXVÀJKWE\ORFDOUHVLGHQWVDJDLQVWWKHVHSODQVDQGWR
KDYHWKHEXLOGLQJUHWXUQHGWRWKHFRPPXQLW\LWEHLQJDYHU\LPSRUWDQWSDUWRILWV
heritage.
(YHQWXDOO\DWD6SHFLDO3ROLF\DQG3ODQQLQJ&RPPLWWHH0HHWLQJRI&RXQFLORQ
7XHVGD\WKHWK$SULODXQDQLPRXVGHFLVLRQZDVWDNHQWKDWWKHGHWDLOHG
DFTXLVLWLRQSURSRVDOVXEPLWWHGE\WKH%HUU\$OOLDQFHEHDGRSWHG7KLVSURSRVDO
was that the Council purchase the Berry Court House with the help of the Berry
$OOLDQFH7KHEXLOGLQJZDVSXUFKDVHGLQ-XO\IRUZLWKWKHGHSRVLW
RIEHLQJUDLVHGIURPWKH%HUU\&RPPXQLW\$WHQ\HDUOHDVHZDVVLJQHG
E\WKH%HUU\&RXUW+RXVH&RQVHUYDWLRQ&RPPLWWHH,QFDQHZFRPPLWWHHIRUPHG
WRJRYHUQWKHEXLOGLQJ7KLVFRPPLWWHHZDVIRUPHGIURPWKH%HUU\$OOLDQFHDQG
other interested community groups and individuals.
A NEW ERA
Since then the Berry Court House Conservation Committee Inc. has run the
property. The aim was to have it available for rent for private and community use
and develop it as a sustainability showplace.
$&RQVHUYDWLRQ0DQDJHPHQW3ODQZDVSUHSDUHGIRUWKH6KRDOKDYHQ&LW\&RXQFLO
DQGWKLVKDVEHHQWKHJXLGHIRUUHSDLUVPDLQWHQDQFHDQGXVHRIWKHSURSHUW\
7KH EXLOGLQJ ZDV UHSDLUHG UHVWRUHG DQG SDLQWHG E\ FRPPXQLW\ PHPEHUV DQG
local tradesmen who generally donated their time. The cost of materials needed
was paid by memberships and donations raised from the Berry Community and
VRPHJUDQWPRQH\IURPWKH16:*RYHUQPHQW$QHZGRRUDQGDQ+RQRXU5ROO
ZHUHPDGHE\ORFDOYROXQWHHUV$UHSODFHPHQWFUHVWLQEURQ]HZDVJLYHQE\WKH
$WWRUQH\*HQHUDO'HSDUWPHQWWRUHSODFHWKHRULJLQDOZRRGHQRQHEXWEHLQJWRR
heavy it had to be hung rather than put on the canopy in place of the original
painted timber one.
$GHVLJQIRUWKHJDUGHQZDVGUDZQXSE\WZRFRPPXQLW\PHPEHUVDQGWKLVZDV
implemented by the committee with volunteers from the Berry Community and
some members of the Berry and District Garden Club. The garden is divided into
DSXEOLFDUHDDWWKHIURQWZLWKVHDWLQJDQGWZRSRROVRIUHÁHFWLRQD;HURVFDSH
*DUGHQWRVKRZORZZDWHUXVHJDUGHQLQJDQGDIRUPDOKHGJHG9LFWRULDQJDUGHQ
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in keeping with the era of the building which is rented out for weddings and other
events.
The garden has matured and has changed over the ten years of its existence in
GHWDLODQGVRPHSODQWLQJVEXWQRWLQRYHUDOOGHVLJQ$VWDWXHRI%OLQG-XVWLFHZDV
donated to go into the formal garden. The building and garden has been used
as envisaged by the committee with many community and private events being
held there. The two back rooms have been rented out to small businesses and
community groups for most of this time. The use as a sustainability showcase has
so far been beyond the resources of the committee.
,Q  IROORZLQJ DQ DSSOLFDWLRQ SUHSDUHG E\ WKH &RXUW +RXVH &RQVHUYDWLRQ
&RPPLWWHH ,QF WKH %HUU\ &RXUW +RXVH ZDV OLVWHG RQ WKH 16: 6WDWH +HULWDJH
Register.
The Conservation Committee has overseen all and the building at this point in
WLPHRQLWVWHQWKDQQLYHUVDU\LQFRPPXQLW\KDQGVLVVHOIVXSSRUWLQJDQGKDVWKH
plans and resources to continue as such. This could not have been done without
the many members of the Berry community who have given and continue to give
WKHLUWLPHPRQH\DQGVNLOOVWRPDNHWKLVSRVVLEOH
7KH6KRDOKDYHQ&LW\&RXQFLOKDVFRRSHUDWHGZLWKWZRQRWIRUSURÀWRUJDQLVDWLRQV
ÀUVWWKH%HUU\$OOLDQFHDQGWKHQWKH%HUU\&RXUW+RXVH&RQVHUYDWLRQ&RPPLWWHH
,QF WR SUHVHUYH WKH &RXUW +RXVH IRU WKH %HUU\ FRPPXQLW\  7KLV VXFFHVVIXO
venture shows that private ownership of this heritage building was not the only
viable option for the preservation of this building for future generations.
1RZ WKDW WKH ÀUVW WHQ \HDU OHDVH KDV ÀQLVKHG WKH 6KRDOKDYHQ &LW\ &RXQFLO KDV
invited the Courthouse Conservation Committee to apply for a new lease and this
is currently under way.



